


ive (resbuter 


ry oe 


Outlook” 


Vol. 128 RICHMOND 19, VA., AUGUST 19, 1946 














Between Two Worlds 


HE WAR IS OVER, but confusion lingers on. To a far greater 
i extent than Matthew Arnold, when he wrote it, we are ‘“‘ Wander- 
ing between two worlds, one dead, the other pewerless to be born.”” {The 
old world is dead, but many do not know it. The old world, with its 
divisions and unholy rivalries of nation and race, has come to the end 
of its resources. Henceforth it has nothing to bestow on man but a 
rain of devastation, disease and death. {Another world is possible 
under the guidance of God, but mankind will have to be led by faith 
rather than by fears if it comes to birth. ‘Back in the days of oxcarts 
and galleys it was cities that warred against one another. The units 
that made common cause have been steadily increasing in size. Time 
was—and not so long ago— when little England was an arena for war- 
ring factions. During the last century the ¢lobe-scattered British 
Empire has joined to suppress its foes. The time has come for the 
next step, when all men, shuddering before the horrible potentialities 
of their own handiwork, join hands in common cause for a new world. 
*Today’s facts thus suprort the Christian vision. A long time ago 
Cod gave the vision of man’s beating his implements of destruction 
into the tools of peace. It has remained for him, in our day, to bring 
procrastinating man to book. “Do this and live,” he says as clear as 
an air raid siren, “or refuse and die.’”—WILLIAM K. ANDERSON, 
Christian World Mission, published by the Commission on Ministerial Train. 
ing, The Methodist Church, Nashville, Tenn. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Need New Document froma New Westminster 





Significance of Four Influences 
To the Editors: 

The project of Dr. James Millard in 
rendering the Confession of Faith into 
Basic English is a most interesting one 
(THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, July 
29). However, I cannot help wondering 
if any “translation” of our Confession of 
Faith goes deep enough. A creed is al- 
ways expressed, not only in the termi- 
nology of its day and time, but in thought 
patterns of that day and time as well. 
Is it not necessary for us honestly to 
face the fact that the truths symbolized in 
the Westminster Confession of Faith must 
“be given expression in thought patterns 
congenial to the twentieth century? 

Since the writing of our Confession the 
world has undergone tremendous changes. 
New influences of vital significance for 
religious interpretation have arisen. I 
need mention only four: democracy, bibli- 
cal criticism, modern science, and the so- 
cial gospel. Fresh winds have blown over 
the religious consciousness. Liberalism, 
which is not as dead as some of its critics 
would like to think, has, at its best, made 
definite contributions to our understand- 
ing of the revelation contained in the 
Bible. Any attempt really to relate our 
Christian faith to modern life must take 
cognizance of the influences which I have 
mentioned, 

I wonder if one of the most pressing 
tasks confronting us is not the effort to 
gather together the keenest minds in the 
Presbyterian Church in another West- 
minster Assembly. Let science be repre- 
sented as well as the clergy. Give such 
a group plenty of time and complete free- 
dom. The result might well be a Con- 
fession of Faith which would compare 
with the magnificent document that came 
out of Westminster Abbey. 

KENNETH G. PHIFER. 
Oakland Avenue Church, 
Rock Hill, S. C. 


Salaries Should Be Equalized 


To the Editors: 

Iam deeply impressed by R. H. Walkup’s 
article, entitled “Let’s Fish or Cut Bait,” 
(July 29), of which you say editorially: 
“With biting irony, a home mission leader 
writes of the church's failures in home 
missions.” Possibly Mr. Walkup, out of 
disappointing experiences, has been moved 
thus to write on the theory, 

“TIT shoot the hippopotemus with bullets 
made of platinum, 

Because, if I use softer ones his hide is 
sure to flatten ‘em.” 

As one way of rectifying the injustice 
done home missions pastors, and speaking 
as pastor of a city church, I recommend 
that our Assembly work out a plan to 
equalize salaries, according to size of fam- 
ilies, relative cost of living in a particular 
community, etc., without regard to the size 
and financial strength any church. Being 
a Scotchman, it would go a bit hard for 
me to enter into such a plan, but I would 
vote for it nevertheless, because the pres- 
ent system is un-Christian and hurts my 
conscience. 

JOHN A, MacLEAN, 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, 


How to Get Out of Home Missions 


To the Editors: 

There are two proposals I would like 
to add to those of Robert H. Walkup 
(“Let’s Fish or Cut Bait!” July 29) on 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second 


under the act of March 3, 1879. 


how we can get out of home missions: 

1. We must continue to send the home 
mission minister books of inspiration. 
Never let him get the idea that he has 
sense enough to select his own reading 
material. It is true that he has had the 
same seminary training as other minis- 
ters, but he must be deficient mentally 
and spiritually or he would not be in a 
home mission field. At least the home 
mission committee must make him realize 
that it considers him deficient mentally 
and spiritually. 


2. When the home mission committee 
gives the minister a vacation it must con- 
tinue to ask his churches to pay half of 
his expenses. After giving him vacation 
with pay and then being asked to give 
him a vacation bonus besides, our home 
mission church officers begin to think of 
their minister as a charitable liability. We 
want to cultivate that attitude of our 
home mission officers, if we want to get 
out of home missions. 

The home mission minister is/feels 
lower than his independent brethren. We 
must keep him that way. We are head- 
ing in the right direction. 

R. L. McBATH. 
Ellerbe, N. C. 


‘All in All, However... .’’ 


To the Editors: 

When I saw your article in the 
August 5 issue of THE OUTLOOK I was 
° surprised. The final touch of com- 
paring Massanetta to Barnum’s circus 
gave me a good laugh. All in all, how- 
ever, you have done us great good and 
paid us a high compliment. . With 
hearty appreciation. 

WILLIAM E. HUDSON. 

Massanetta Springs, Va. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Barnum was a gen- 
ius in getting the world’s famous on his 
program,. So is Dr. Hudson, “Cireus” 
originally meant “a race course.” Have 
you ever been to Massanetta’s great Bible 
conference? 


Dr. Wilson and Massanetta 


To the Editors: 

In your informative and _ interesting 
sketch of the beginnings and remarkable 
progress of the Massanetta Encampment 
(August 5), you give well deserved tribute 
to Dr. W. E. Hudson, and you mention 
Mr, J. R. Lupton and his part in financial 
aid. However, you make no mention of 
Dr. B. F. Wilson, pastor for 25 years of 
the Harrisonburg Presbyterian Church. 

It was in the heart and brain of Dr. 
Wilson that the idea of a development 
there was born. It was through him that 
Mr. Lupton, an elder in his church, co- 
operated so generously. And from the be- 
ginning, until his death in 1932, Dr. Wil- 
son was the president of the Massanetta 
Association and he rendered continuous 
and laborious service for the Massanetta 
conferneces. Honor to whom honor is due. 
He and Dr. Hudson were warm friends 
and he always recognized Dr. Hudson's 
rare genius in securing outstanding speak- 
ers which have given Massanetta such a 
reputation among summer conferences. ... 

P. FRANK PRICE. 
Florence, S. C. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—We are grateful to 
Dr. Price for calling to our attention an 
important point which should have been 
included in our article. In Massanetta’s 
historical sketches, one may read, “At a 
meeting of the home mission committee of 
Lexington Presbytery, it was suggested 
by Dr. Wm. E. Hudson that the historic 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia would be 
an ideal place for a major Bible confer- 
ence center. The late Dr. B. F. Wilson... 
heartily approved the idea and threw the 
full weight of his influence and energy 
into the promotion of the enterprise.” 
Dr. Wilson’s great devotion and service 
to Massanetta continued to the time of 
his death. 


Appreciated 
To the Editors: 
. THE OUTLOOK is appreciated over 
here as well as everywhere it’s read. . 
DUNCAN D. MacBRYDE, 
Office of Military Government. 
3erlin, Germany. 
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already reserved copies. 
publication orders are filled. 


heard from: 


50—Druid Hills, Atlanta 
20—Bluefield, W. Va. 
50—Knoxville 
40—Idlewild, Memphis 
20—Selma, Ala. 
30—Bessemer, Ala. 
40—Tallahassee, Fla. 


50—Abilene, 


75—Bristol 


20—Elkins, 


copies order NOW. 





WE’RE ALMOST OVERCOME WITH ADVANCE ORDERS FOR THE 


“Going to College” Handbook 


AN EDUCATION 
of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
Coming in August or early September 


Auxiliary Secretaries of Christian Education will want to provide one of 
these for each of the church’s college-age young people—if pastors have not 
Only a limited number will be available after pre- 
From all over the church orders are pouring in. 
In addition to those reported here last week, here are a few of those we have 


Texas 
40—Lookout Mtn., Tenn. 
40—Laredo, Texas 
20—Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
W. Va. 
20—Covington, Va. 
Order copies for all your college young people and for seniors in 


high school. REVISED PRICE SCHEDULE: 10e each for 1 to 19 copies; 


5e each for 20 or more. Cash with order. To insure reservation of your 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 13 North 5th St., Richmond 19, Va. 


SUPPLEMENT 


25—Anderson, §S. C. 
60—Sumter, S. C. 
50—Lumberton, N. C. 
50—Grenada, Miss. 
20—Brownsville, Texas 
50—Shreveport, La. 
And many, many others. 








class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., 
Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., Room 203, 13 North Fifth 


Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 10c a copy,. $3.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Racial Attitudes Hinder World Missions 


‘‘Easier to Smash an Atom Than to Break a Prejudice’’ 


Silver Bay, N. Y. (RNS)—The 
greatest obstacle to the worldwide 
spread of Christian missions is ‘the 
Jim Crowism of the church in the 
United States,’’ Charles T. Leber, of the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, declared here in 
a keynote address opening the 36th 
annual Silver Bay Conference in the 
Christian Mission to the Postwar World. 

‘We must strip the church of a hard 
and stubborn layer of pride and preju- 
dice which reveals itself in a false sense 
of white superiority,’’ said Dr. Leber. 
As a case in point, he noted that when 
the USA Presbytery of Baltimore re- 
cently elected a Negro moderator, two 
Presbyterian elders resigned in protest. 


“It is too late to argue about racial 
segregation,’’ Dr. Leber told the dele- 
gates. “The urgency of the moment is 
upon us. It is easier to smash an atom 
than to break a prejudice.” 


Recalling recent public controversies 
between Protestants and Roman Catho- 


lics, the mission executive asserted that 
Protestantism has ‘‘gone all too far in 
stressing its divisiveness with the 
Roman Catholic Church.’ Instead of 
condemning Catholicism in South 
America, he urged the Protestant 
Church to devote its energies toward 
strengthening its evangelistic techniques 
on that continent. ‘‘We have just heard 
of the appointment of a Presbyterian 
minister as Ambassador to China—what 
would have happened if a Catholic priest 
had been nominated to the post?’’ asked 
Dr. Leber. 

Today, he continued, the church must 
be “‘stripped for action.” “We must 
strip it of the crust of war’s brutaliza- 
tion and we must strip it of its cover- 
ing of materialistic security and redis- 
cover the power of evangelism.” 

Dr. Leber listed five postwar priori- 
ties: spiritual restoration, Christian 
pioneering, racial brotherhood, insist- 
ence on economic justice, and strength- 
ening and extending the world’s Chris- 
tian fellowship. 
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THEY LEARN THE LANGUAGE—Southern Presbyterian missionary 

recruits have an opportunity to learn the language of the people whom 

they will serve in a special linguistic school arranged for them at Mon- 

treat. Miss Esther Cummings of New York and veteran missionaries of 
the church are their instructors. 


World Council Group 
Will Hold First U. S. 


Meeting at Princeton 


April, 1947, Set for American 


Committee; Holland in 1948 


London (RNS) (By Wireless)—The 
first American meeting of the pro- 
visional committee of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches will be held April 22- 
25, 1947, probably at Princeton, N. J., 
it was announced by the council’s ad- 
ministrative committee, in session at 
Horsham. The committee also decided 
to convene the first world assembly of 
the council in Holland during 1948. 

Henry Smith Leiper, U. S. executive 
of the World Council, reported that 
efforts are now being made to increase 
the council’s contacts with Orthodox 
Churches, particularly the Russian and 
Greek. Affiliation of Europe’s ‘‘younger 
churches” with the World Council is 
also being speeded up, he declared. 

oxpressing ‘‘grave anxiety’”’ over the 
continued detention of prisoners-of-war 
by the Allies, the committee adopted a 
resolution asking the various govern- 
ments to ‘“‘frame and publish without 
delay a definite scheme of repatriation 
giving clear information as to the ap- 
proximate dates at which different cate- 
gories of prisoners are to be _ re- 
patriated.”’ 


‘‘Continuing Church’’ Group Says 
Doctrine Is Bar to Reunion 

A group numbering 205 from 15 
synods of the Presbyterian Church, US, 
meeting at Montreat, N. C., recently un- 
der auspices of the ‘‘Continuing Church 
Committee,” (Cf. THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN OUTLOOK, July 29) announced 
opposition ‘‘at present to organic union 
with the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
because doctrinal differences present a 
serious obstacle.”’ 

These opponents to reunion conceded 
that ‘“‘so far as the creedal statements 
are concerned, the differences do not 
appear to be significant,’ but, they de- 
clared, ‘‘there is manifestly a radical 
difference in viewpoint in the two 
churches as to the interpretation and ad- 
ministration of the standards.” Mem- 
bers of the findings committee which 
presented this statement included Cary 
N. Weisiger, III, Augusta, Ga., Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell, John R. Richardson, L. 
Scott Hancock, St. Louis layman, and 
W. A. McIlwaine. 


f. 











Church Property Resolution 

On the point of church property, one 
of the livest issues in current discussions 
of reunion of the two churches, the 
“Continuing Church Committee” 
adopted a resolution “recalling that 
when our church came into existence, 
congregations, presbyteries, and synods 
exercised the right of self-determina- 
tion with regard to their property, there- 
fore, we stand unequivocally on this 
principle, believing it to be consistent 
with the best in our Presbyterian tra- 
ditions.”’ (See editorial, page 8.) 

Cc. G. McClure, Charlotte, N. C., pre- 
sided over the meetings as chairman of 
the committee. John R. Richardson 
was program chairman, presenting the 
following speakers: L. Nelson Bell, 
Richardson Ayres, Cary N. Weisiger, 
III, Kenneth S. Keyes, Daniel Iverson, 
and Hugh T. Shockley. In his statement 
of purpose, Dr. Richardson declared, 
“This conference was designed solely to 
the preservation of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church in purity and power 
and in opposition to union with the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, at this time.’’ 

The committee also adopted the fol- 
lowing statement: ‘‘Humbled by the 
recognition of the presence of error and 
sin in our church and our share of 
responsibility therefor, we rededicate 
ourselves to the task of rebuilding our 
church, pure in doctrine, in life, and 
in uncumpromising witness to the sav- 
ing power of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

New officers of the committee for the 
coming year include Richardson Ayres, 
Alexandria, La., chairman; John R. 
Richardson, co-chairman; Horace H. 
Hull, Memphis, vice-chairman; Henry 
B. Dendy, Weaverville, N. C., secretary; 
W. Gettys Guille, Salisbury, N. C., treas- 
urer. Kenneth S. Keys is finance chair- 
man and Charles G. McClure is chair- 
man of the strategy committee. Other 
members of the executive committee in- 
clude: Dr. Bell, J. P. McCauley, Johii 
M. Wells, Thomas M. Glasgow, and Mr. 
Weisiger. 


Negro Work Committee Is 
Organized in Atlanta Meeting 


In its first meeting since appoint- 
ment by the last General Assembly, the 
church’s committee on Negro work or- 
ganized in Atlanta recently, elected 
officers to serve until the next Assem- 
bly, appointed sub-committees to make 
a thorough study of various phases of 
the task, and made general plans look- 
ing toward the assumption of full re- 
sponsibility next April 1. 

President J. McDowell Richards, of 
Columbia Seminary, was named chair- 
man of the committee; W. J. Gipson, 
New Orleans, is vice-chairman, and 
Dean M. Ray Doubles, of the University 
of Richmond, is chairman. All mem- 
bers of the committee were present ex- 
cept Albert J. Kissling, who is filling a 
summer preaching engagement in Scot- 
land. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Marion F. Reynolds from Galveston, 
Texas, to Eagle Lake, Texas. 

G. R. Womeldorf from Winston-Sa- 
lem, N. C., to Lexington, Va. 

J. Walter Cobb, after a year as tem- 
porary supply pastor at Carlisle, Ky., 
will serve the Carrollton, Ky., church 
for the next three months. 

James Cogswell, Pascagoula, Miss., 
will enter upon graduate studies at 
Princeton Seminary during the coming 
year under terms of a fellowship won 
at Union Seminary. 

O. G. Davis, Northside church, Baton 
Rouge, La., has resigned his pastorate 
on account of ill health and is now 
at Route 1, Tazewell, Va. 

R. S. Schuster, Jonesboro, Ark., has 
resigned his pastorate there. 

S. P. Riccobene, formerly at Ash- 
down, Ark., has entered upon his duties 
as director of religious work at Arkan- 
sas College, Batesville. 

Wm. F. Mansell, who resigned the 
pastorate of Central church, Washing- 
ton, D. C., last winter because of ill 
health, is now greatly improved and 
has accepted a call to a former pasto- 
rate, First, Vicksburg, Miss., effective 
September 1. 


L. A. Van Patten from North Little 
Rock, Ark., to 1865 Nelson Ave., Mem- 
phis, Tenn. Lamar Heights church. 

Charles M. Ramsay from Durham, 
N. C., to 12 Millsaps Apts., Parkville, 
Mo. 

Herman Jones from Williamson, 
W. Va., to Bramwell, W. Va. (tempo- 
rary). 

John Haddon Leith, Second church, 
Nashville, Tenn., has resigned his pas- 
torate, effective September 1 to begin 
study in the graduate school of Yale 
University. 

D. T. Wilson has begun his work as 
pastor of the Norris Memorial church, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

J. E. Ratchford from Robbins, N. C., 
to Big Stone Gap, Va., where he will 
become pastor of the church Septem- 
ber 1. 

E. O. McKay from Camden, Ala., to 
1606 W. University Ave., Gainesville, 
Fla. 

Jack W. Ewart, 1946 Union Seminary 
graduate, is at Barboursville, W. Va., 
serving the Barboursville and Milton 
churches, 








AT UNION SEMINARY, N. Y. 


Among those attending the ministers’ 
conference at Union Seminary, New 
York, were the following Southern Pres- 
byterian ministers: Marion A. Boggs, 
Stuart R. Oglesby, C. Grier Davis, War- 
ner L. Hall, John S. Land, Robert F. 
Jones, W. L. McLeod, Walter L. Brown, 
and Harry H. Bryan. 


AUGUST 19, 1946 


CHAPLAINS 


Available For Calls (in addition to those 

previously listed): 

Harry F. Barnett, Huntersville, N. C. 

Arthur G. Courtenay, Fountain, N. C. 

Charlton D. Hutton, Box 45, Salis- 
bury, N. C. 

J. C. Johnson, Box 27, Georgetown, 
Texas. 

J. J. Marse, 812 W. 5th St., Taylor, 
Texas. 

D. D. Wilkinson, 907 Church St., 
Laurinburg, N. C. 

Adam H. Davidson, now studying at 
Union Seminary, Richmond 22, Va. 


Have Accepted Work (not previously 
reported here): 

W. Stuart Barr, West Side church, 
Ridgewood, N. J. 

J. Allen Cabaniss, University of Mis- 
sissippi. 

W. P. Katt, Fairview church, Lenoir, 
N. C. 

Herbert L. Love, Westminster church, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Carlyle A. McDonald, assistant pas- 
tor, Bream Memorial church, Charles- 
ton, W. Va. 

Malcolm C. McIver, Jr., student pas- 
tor, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa. 

Robt. C. Pooley, Jr., from Leaksville, 
N. C., to 115 South 6th St., Patterson, 
Calif. 

Samuel C. Patterson, Leland, Miss. 

Z. T. Piephoff, Bessemer church, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Stafford M. Query, Hillsville, Va. 

Albert C. Winn will teach in the Bi- 
ble department, Davidson College. 

C. M. Robinson, Jr., from Fayette- 
ville, N. C., to 118 Fourth Ave., S. E., 
Cairo, Ga. 

James F. Merrin, superintendent of 
home missions, Cherokee Presbytery, 
Rockmart, Ga. 


Studying During the Next Year: 
J. P. G. Moffett, Princeton Seminary. 


SOCIAL EDUCATION AND ACTION 


Paul Newton Poling, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church (USA), El 
Paso, Texas, since 1939, will succeed 
Cameron P. Hall as secretary of the 
Division of Social Education and Action 
in the Presbyterian Church, USA, Sep- 
tember 1. Dr. Poling is a brother of 
Daniel A. Poling of Philadelphia and 
Christian Endeavor fame. Dr, Hall, the 
former secretary, is now on the staff of 
the Federal Council of Churches. 


MISSIONARIES 


Charles W. Worth from Shanghai, 
China, to 2005 Colonial Place, Winston- 
Salem, N. C. 

Fourteen in a missionary party were 
scheduled to fly from New York to the 
Belgian Congo August 12, including the 
William Rules, the J. K. Hobsons, the 
R. F. Clevelands, the A. C. McKinnons, 
the Plumer Smiths and Miss Virginia 
Holladay. 
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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 
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Some Presbyterian Challenges 


By FREDERICK W. EVANS* 


an occasional brief article to THE PRSBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK in the series, ‘‘The Moderators Speak.”’ 

First, I should like to say something about the rela- 
tions in 1946 between our two great churches and their 
Assemblies. In At- 
lantic City in May 
your Dr. W. Talia- 
ferro Thompson of 
Union Seminary, 
Richmond, brought 
the _greetings of 
your Assembly, then 
meeting in Mon- 
treat, to our Assem- 
bly. Dr. Thompson 
seemed to us who 
heard him and met 
him the embodiment 
of the Christian 
love which he wit- 
nessed to us in 
words full of grace 
as from our Faith- 
Brothers in the 
South. Our Dr. Har- 
rison Ray Anderson 
of Chicago had been 
appointed by my 
predecessor, Dr. 
Lampe, to carry the 
warm greetings of 
our church and its 
General Assembly to the General Assembly of your church. 
I have heard with delight that Dr. Anderson’s ‘‘words and 


[ IS A JOY to comply with the request that I submit 


Dr. Evans 


spirit’”” made a deep impression on your commissioners like 
to that made by Dr. Thompson’s message and personality 
on ours. 

It was my privilege to attend the first week’s sessions 
of the Princeton Institute of Theology in July. I was 
surprised and delighted by the number of ministers from 
the Presbyterian Church of the U. S. who were in attendance 
there. They impressed me as being strong men and good! 
More than one expressed to me the hope that our two 
great churches might be drawn closer and closer together 
in a real ‘‘unity of the Holy Spirit’’ until we should become 
one organically. I am quite sure that ‘‘the soundness of 
the faith’’ of all of us who heard members of the Princeton 
faculty in classes, and Dr. H. H. Farmer’s lectures on ‘‘The 
Sovereignty of God,’’ and Dr. Clarence E. Macartney’s 
masterful and mighty evening sermons, was not impaired. 

Briefly, another matter. My attention has been focused 
on an article in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK by Dr. 
William Crowe, Jr., entitled: ‘‘A Policy for Negro Work” 
(July 15). The three-point resolution passed by the South- 
ern Assembly this year greatly interests me. So far as I 
can see at this moment it seems both Christian and states- 
man-like. Just what the reaction of the churches and 
colleges for Negroes affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, 
North, is or may be I have no means of knowing. A first feel- 
ing that the plan proposed might lead to further segrega- 
tion of Negro and Caucasian Christians is negatived by the 
proposal to have our seminaries train together the students 
for the ministry of both races. May both of our churches 
be made wise ‘‘with the wisdom of God’’ in solving this 
great problem. 


*Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and minister of the Second church, Troy, 
N. Y. 





A modern Jenny Geddes hurls a stool, saying: ‘‘It is cruel to 
plant a dream in our hearts and then build a fence around us.’’ 


How Far Can Young People Go in Following Christ? 
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By MARJORIE 


ITH REGARD to your editorial on ‘‘The South and 
Southern Leaders” (August 5), I should like to 
comment from the standpoint of youth beginning 

to serve full-time in the church. 

ee. My friends and I had a 
— dream planted in our hearts 
through the work of conse- 
crated men and women in 
the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. We owe to this 
church much that has made 
life richly meaningful to us; 
we love it, for its fellowship 

is a family to us. 
Yet, as we begin to serve, 
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Miss Patterson saints who planted the 


darkness, but by the 
dream! The church which said to us ‘Follow Christ— 
all the way’’ now seems to be saying, “You must realize 
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spent the social pattern, the thought pattern, the doc- 
trinal pattern; to disrupt ihese would be too great a price, 
for a mere ideal.”’ 

Christian Living Is Serious Business 

In our youthful idealism, we rashly devoted ourselves 
to truth wherever we might find it, feeling that God is its 
source; we pledged the energies of our life to making real 
the ideal through a power we were led to believe resides 
in the Christ; we wanted to make it a serious business, this 
Christian living. 

But now we are reminded that the “pattern’’ must be 
regarded; the ‘‘Westminster Confession’? has been recom- 
mended to us for the place we had thought only TRUTH 
great enough to fill; and we find creeping up on us the 
question whether all the church really meant us to do about 
it was to teach the young people to “play church” in the 
quietest possible way. 

There is a two-fold conflict which we cannot evade and 

*Miss Patterson is from Winston-Salem, N. C. A 1946 
graduate of the Assembly’s Training School, she was one 
of three who addressed the last General Assembly. This 
fall she begins her service as student worker at Winthrop 
College, for the Oakland Avenue church, Rock Hill, S. C. 
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which is more than confusing to us. 

One side of it is theological; the living spirit of Christ 
has led us into many different lanes of thought, which are 
not static but will change and develop as our Christian 
living matures them. We are aware that our church is a 
doctrinal church, and so, if we find ourselves in disagree- 
ment with it, we have to adopt one of two plans: we learn 
to answer the questions of presbytery in as ambiguous 
terms as possible, for the sake of the larger service we 
hope to achieve; or we determine that the church has no 
place for us, and hie ourselves to some distant country 
where we can exercise freedom of thought and conscience. 

Another side of the conflict is in the area of social ac- 
tion. We can understand the attitude of another genera- 
tion toward some of the grave social issues confronting the 
Southern church, but we cannot long tolerate having our 
own hands tied when we can see possibilities of construc- 
tive accomplishment, were we free within the church to 
express our Christian convictions our way. So we are 
torn between the longing to express our gratitude to God 
in service to our Southland, and the little piercing sus- 
picion that the church cares more for the STATUS QUO 
than it does for whatever we could contribute. 

We are not upstarts who think only our way is right; 
we are merely youth, seeking ways to serve the Christ, 
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and convinced that within the church there should be 
room for the dream of youth as well as for the wisdom 
of years. 

Perhaps what I am trying to say is this: If you want 
leaders for the Southern church who will tie into its pro- 
gram, maintain the status quo and keep the young people 
out of the more heinous forms of worldliness, then teach 
them to give glib answers to questions of faith and present 
them with a handbook on the techniques of running a 
peanut social—instead of exposing them to a living Christ 
who gets into their bloodstream and will not let them 
rest. It is cruel to plant a dream in our hearts and then 
build a fence around us! 

Most of us will stay in the South to serve; some of our 
friends will perhaps find that they cannot. But oh! that 
someone would say to us, ‘‘Within this fellowship, you are 
free to follow the Christ wherever he leads’’! 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Other young people may wish to join 
in this discussion, either in support of Miss Patterson or 
in disagreement. Letters should be kept under 300 words, 
less where possible. A number of 50-word comments on 
her article would be very illuminating. Older people in 
the church will also wish to contribute to the discussion. 
We hope they will do so. 


A Plea For Chronic Contenders 


By T. W. 


HIS IS A BRIEF HOUR but even minutes provide op- 

portunity for long thoughts. This occasion marks the 

accomplishment of a significant part of the purpose 
for which you were born. If the mortality tables count for 
anything most of you have had one-third of your life’s 
expectancy. How you handle the next third is a matter 
of high importance for you and for us. 

Twenty-five years from now many of you will return for 
a class reunion. If your experience is mine that will be 
a searching and illuminating occasion. The twenty-fifth 
was the first of our class reunions I had the opportunity 
to attend. Many of those I met I had not seen in a quarter 
of a century. Our first formal gathering was an afternoon 
tea. When it was over I returned to the dormitory room 
to which I had been assigned and stood for a long time 
before the mirror to see whether time had really worked 
on me the changes I had seen wrought in others. 

As the days of our reunion passed I was impressed by 
the havoc time had wrought. For the must part it was 
spiritual havoc because those who returned for our re- 
union had some of the marks of worldly success upon them. 
But there were lines in the faces and lights in the eyes 
which revealed deep losses. 

One Who Lacked Courage 

I sat at breakfast with a man whom [I remember as a 
lad whose ambition it had been to put into politics some 
of that idealism which he had felt it lacked. He had pre- 
pared himself with energy and care, and politics had done 
him well. After twenty-five years he had a city house and 
a country house, he drove a high powered car and he spent 
part of every winter in Florida. But there were ashes 
on his tongue. “I am a disillusioned cynic,” he said. I 
asked him why, and he replied, ‘‘I was not in politics long 
before I discovered that if I were to get far I should have 
to play it as the elder statesmen did, and with them there 
was little room for idealism.’” He had let his vision go. He 
had lacked the courage to hold to that which had com- 
manded his youth and when his courage failed all that 
was most worthy in him was lost. 

I found some of my classmates who had kept their visions 


*Dean of the Graduate School of Theology, Oberlin Col- 
lege. This address was delivered to 1946 graduates of that 
institution. 


GRAHAM* 


but lost their driving power. They had left college re- 
solved to tilt against the obvious evils of the day. Then 
they had found themselves against the mass inertia of 
mankind, the crass stupidity which we all so often mani- 
fest and they had been slowly worn down. They had been 
exhilarated when they ‘‘mounted up on wings as the ea- 
gle’’ but had lacked the patience for the pedestrian days. 
They had looked forward to a succession of thrilling com- 
bats with fiery dragons and they had found the necessity 
of life the removal of mountainous obstructions with com- 
mon spades. They were tired—tired liberals at forty-five, 
their lives already in the ‘‘sere and yellow leaf.’ 

There were among my classmates the contented conform- 
ists. They had had much to begin with of natural talent 
and opportunity. Good measure had been added unto them. 
But it was good, not best, and they had become content. 
They were now knowing the best people, reading avidly 
the best sellers, playing bridge well and endlessly, dress- 
ing and eating and drinking as those who knew the fash- 
ions, being deccrous in the right churches, regular at the 
polling booth, living by bread alone. 

There was a measure of superiority, if not arrogance 
in their attitude. They seemed to say that all the world 
needed was that men should practice their virtues and live 
in their fashion. Had they not food, shelter and clothing, 
and what more did one need? 

But in unguarded moments they seemed ill at ease. The 
material security they possessed was not quite enough 
to wall off those insistent urges of the spirit which called 
for words from the mouth of God. 


They Left Their Vision 

There were others, thank God, who were still the chronic 
contenders they had been in college. Some of these had 
graduated with honors, and some by the grace of the faculty, 
but all of them were those, in Cicero’s phrase, whose 
studies had followed after them. With eager and honest 
teachers they had early explored the wider ranges of truth, 
had learned to recognize the basic needs of life. to see 
the world of “friendly workmen” that ought to be. They 
had managed to make their youthful visions grow and glow. 
They had kept the patience to endure, the courage to con- 
demn, the faith to believe as the marks of advancing age 
were on them that “the best was yet to be.” Asking no 
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odds of life, no place of prominence, no great assurance 
of security, they wanted only to live as ‘those who pulled W 
up thistles and planted flowers wherever flowers would DID YOU KNO By R. L. ST. CLAIR 


grow.” 











In the city states of ancient Greece it was not required —that the additions to the Southern Presbyterian Church 
that a man should take an oath of office as he took up the for the past ten years have been as follows: ' 
reins of power. However it was required that one, who at Year Prof. of Faith Certificates Total i 
the end of his term was laying down the symbols of his 1937 21,155 21,557 42,712 i 
office, should raise his hand and swear that with all his mind 1938 16,282 22,187 38,469 
and heart and will he had been faithful to his state. Twen- 1939 21,268 23,925 45,193 
ty-five years from now whether you know it or not the 1940 25,520 26,729 52,249 
obligation of that oath will be upon you. Chronic conten- 1941 16,190 23,379 39,569 ' 
ders, contented conformists, tired liberals, disillusioned 1942 18,338 25,269 43,607 i 
cynics—one you will be, but only one you ought to be. 1943 16,705 24,072 40,777 } 
Therefore I charge you keep your eye upon your distant 1944 18,510 22,819 41,329 
goal as you keep your hand upon your present task, that 1945 20,714 25,854 46,568 
with unflinching courage, infinite patience and unclouded 1946 18,913 28,482 47,395 | 


vision you keep step with those who do contend. 
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fered opportunity for nurse training in an 
accredited school. Write Director of 
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Accredited Junior College. Terminal and 
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Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by bs Bis, he ‘ee 
them. Correspondence about your Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, President 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
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EDITORIAL 


Pattern From Civil Strife 


It is interesting, though not comfort- 





ing, to observe that the so-called ‘‘Con- 
tinuing Church” committee, meeting 
recently in Montreat, sets up as an ideal 
in the matter of church property the 
course of the church in a time of Civil 
War. 

Surely, it would seem to be in poor 
taste, to say the least, to hold up as an 
ideal, the atmosphere and circumstances 
of civil strife as a pattern for men who 
are praying earnestly for a_ unity of 
heart and spirit under God in the ful- 
filment of his eternal will: “That they 


” 


may be one. 


Bad Means to a Good End 

Enraged veterans, seeking to have 
justice done in the recent McMinn 
County, Tennessee, election won wide- 
spread support in their desire to gain 
an honest count. They lost that support 
by taking the law in their own hands. 
We are not going to build a democracy 
by undemocratic methods. 


‘Just Give Them Time’’ 

“Oh, well,” they say, “young men 
are naturally bolder and more carefree. 
They will outgrow or overcome that 
tendency in time.” 


True. All too true. Before long 
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many of them will be as over-cautious, 
as concerned about not upsetting the 
applecart, as settled on their lees as 
some of their older, if none too wise, 
critics. These critics are none too wise 
because they simply add to the natural 
pressures of life to hasten the elimi- 
nation of this all-too-rare quality of 
enthusiasm and crusading courage. In 
their efforts to overcome youthful 
courage by overbearing counsel or by 
the lash of conformity, these more cau- 
tious leaders (!) attempt to frighten 
back into the line of humdrum activity, 
all who can be made to cower before 
such assaults. For the most part they 
succeed, for there are relatively few 
who, with the combined weight of such 
social pressure, together with their own 
personal and _ other’ responsibilities, 
have it in them to keep pressing on. 

In the church, among people whose 
Leader ‘“‘set his face steadfastly to go 
up to Jerusalem” and the crucifixion 
which he knew awaited him there, it 
ill becomes its older and ‘‘wiser’’ heads 
to smother in mere infancy the strug- 
gling efforts of young men and women 
who have it in them to make their 
lives count in a world where the masses 
of people are pressed into a common 
mold. 

It is direst misfortune when those 
men who compose boards of deacons or 
sessions are men of such over-cautious 
character, incapable of bold and aggres- 
sive thinking and action. It is most to 
be pitied of all circumstances when 
young ministers are so soon pushed 
back into line under the pressure of 
any powers that may be and admonished 
to “Conform! Conform!” The church 
and the kingdom pay a high price for 
such foolish caution. 

One Presbyterian elder, who _ is 
blessed by keen insight and wisdom and 
whose courageous vision has not been 
dulled by the passing of a good many 
years of rich experience, earnestly con- 
tends that one of the key questions to 
be asked upon arriving at heaven’s gate 
will be, ‘“‘How often in your life were 
you a wet blanket?” 





Heart andl Hand 


I don’t believe (church) union 
is going to come by saying, ‘‘If 
vour head is a smy head, give me 
your hand.’’ T don’t believe that 
we are going to get union by be- 
lieving exactly the same thing. 
But if you say, Whom do you 
trust? you come another way. One 
name is upon your lips—Christ. 
If vou would unite the Church, 
it will have to be on that basis. I 
believe, therefore, the statement 
by Wesley: ‘‘If your heart is as 
my heart, give me your hand.’’ 
Therein lies the possibility of 
union.—E. STANLEY JONES in 
Christ an World Mission. 
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May a gracious God save us from 
professional discouragers from sincere 
and courageous action. May he raise 
up a band of noble-hearted encouragers 
who rally to support and stand by young 
men and young women who, in their 
first uncertain efforts to maintain their 
integrity and to answer the call of the 
Highest, find themselves the stronger 
because others who are older and wiser 
are standing not against, but with, 
them. 


The Women Spoke Out; 
Methodist, That Is 


When Methodist women of the South 
were in session at Lake Junaluska, 
N. C., recently, news of the ghastly 
lynching near Monroe, Ga., was in 
everybody’s consciousness. These 
women in their closing session of a 
training school approved a letter which 
was sent to Georgia’s Governor Arnall 
pledging full support in his efforts to 
bring to justice members of the mob 
which had murdered the four Negroes. 
The women made a fine statement, not 
only promising their support, but urging 
“every Methodist woman to rally all 
community forces for this purpose.” 

This incident has set us to thinking; 
serious thinking. For at the very same 
time, not many miles east of Junaluska, 
Southern Presbyterian women at Mon- 
treat were in the largest and most im- 
portant gathering which they hold all 
the year. These women, no doubt, were 
just as much shocked, just as willing 
to pledge their support to legal authori- 
ties, just as eager to rally their com- 
munity forces behind righteous efforts. 
But, so far as we have seen or heard, 
not a word was uttered by them, not a 
resolution was passed, no letter was 
written Governor Arnall or anybody else 
along these or similar lines. 

This is written here, not as criticism 
of the women, but to underscore some 
habits of thought and action which have 
taken hold of us on all levels of our 
church life. The General Assembly did 
something of the same thing. While 
other church bodies were sounding-off 
on the Ku Klux threat, our Assembly, 
with the best of intentions and despising 
the Ku Klux as intensely as any group 
could, said not a word. Young people, 
who are accustomed to discuss and come 
to grips with vital issues of state, nation 
and world in school and club, find a 
vastly different atmosphere, as a rule, 
in our church gatherings. When moral 
issues are at stake and public opinion 
should be directed and the Christian 
ideal underscored they all too fre- 
quently find themselves in a vacuum. 

It would not hurt—indeed, it might 
help tremendously—if we could keep 
ourselves sufficiently awake to current 
issues which are fashioning the lives of 
our people to understand the importance 
of standing boldly for the Christian 
way, and sounding off. 





After this editorial had gone to the 
printers a Religious News Service dis- 
patch, sent out the week after the close 
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of the Montreat school, reported that 42 
Georgia women who attended the school 
signed a protest against the lynching 
which they sent to Governor Arnall. 
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No mention of this appeared in any re- 
ports of the school sent to us. And, 
of course, the contention of the forego- 
ing editorial is not affected by it. 





BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





EDITORS’ NOTE—tThe following 
article by Dr. Foreman will appear to 
be very different from his usual articles 
which appear in this column, for this 
one is a summary of four addresses de- 
livered at the recent annual meeting of 
the Association of Directors of Religious 
Education at Montreat. It has been 
provided us by the directors. 


:: 

Is there going to be any ‘“‘future”’ and 
is there any use in planning for it? In 
affirming this and in living by our faith, 
we have to encounter opposition or in- 
difference from the Perpetuators, who, 
finding the world comfortable for them- 
selves, wish no change; from the Pre- 
destinarians, now found mostly outside 
the church, who regard man as the ir- 
responsible creature of blind and un- 
controllable forces; from the Pessimists 
who see nothing in the future but the 
flash of atomic bombs; and from various 
sorts of Pious People, who believe either 
that the functions of the church and her 
message are solely within the church’s 
four walls, or else that the end of all 
things is at hand. That the world has 
actually grown better in the past nine- 
teen centuries is to the credit of those 
who believed that under God and by his 
aid a better future was possible, and 
gave their lives for it. 

The “Future,’’ which we mean is the 
ideal world, the Kingdom of God, is the 
sort of world in which Jesus Christ 
would be at home. The world of 1946, 
however dark and bad it is, is certainly 
more like that ideal than was the world 
of 46 A. D. What the World of God’s 
Tomorrow will be, in detail, we cannot 
say; we do know its base-lines which 
have been shown us in the Gospel. It 
will be a world of less pain, more jus- 
tice, more truth and more love, and with 
the freedom necessary for this to come 
to pass. Tomorrow belongs to God and 
we build with him. 


II. 


How is the church related to the 
Future—the Kingdom of God? Our 
efforts are along two main lines: evan- 
gelism and Christian training. Each is 
essential, and each depends for its best 
effectiveness on the other. Evangelism 
is vital because the Future depends on 
better people, and the power of the 
Spirit is creative of new personalities, 
with new desire and new power for 
good. Evangelism is as much the busi- 
ness of the director of religious educa- 
tion, as much the business of every 
teacher, as it is of the minister. Train- 


ing also is vital, because wanting to do 
well is not enough; right living must be 
learned, Of the various types of train- 
ing which the church undertakes, train- 
ing in the Bible is its unique function. 
If the church does not train Christians 
by and in the Bible, no other agency 
will attempt to do it. Bible study can 
be bad if unintelligent; but it is vital 
when we study history, characters, and 
ideals as God sees them, 


III. 


To illustrate the vitality and timeli- 
ness of the Bible, two extended examples 
may be suggestive. One is the Bible’s 
teaching on government, i. e., the politi- 
cal structure of human society. Every 
major political pattern can be seen in 
the Bible and evaluated in that light. 
Anarchy appears in the book of Judges; 
autocracy in the Hebrew monarchy; 
aristocracy in the Hebrew nobility, often 
corrupt, seldom constructive; ecclesi- 
ocracy in the rise to power of the priests 
and scribes, culminating in their murder 
of Christ; communism in the experience 
of the early church in Jerusalem, who 
did not find it long successful; and de- 
mocracy in the ideal which Moses set 
up for the Hebrews and which they 
seldom if ever heeded. Democracy is 
not Christianity, but it is the framework 
of society which best fits Christianity; 
each needs the other for its support and 
development; and each is an ideal as 
yet unrealized. 


IV. 


The Bible gives some valuable help 
in one of youth’s most important prob- 
lems: vocational guidance. The Bible 
will not tell any individual precisely 
what his life-work must be. But the 
Bible does: (1) show in what spirit 
life should be lived, (2) throw light on 
many particular occupations, and (3) 
show some ways in which God’s will 
can be discovered. in choosing a voca- 
tion, the will of God is decisive, the mo- 
tive of service should be paramount, and 
the talents one has are an important 
indication of the Creator’s will for 
one’s life. Joseph discovered God’s will 
through circumstances, Bezalel through 
his possession of unusual skills, Esther 
through the suggestion of another, Mark 
through the offer of a job by his uncle 
Barnabas, and Nehemiah through his 
sense of a need and of his capacity to 
fill it. Im these and countless other 
ways, the student of the Bible finds 
light on the actual problems of the road 
to Tomorrow. 
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THE WAY IT LooKS 


(To me) FROM 








New York, N. Y. 
Dear Mr. Editer, 

Plumma Smith and Miz Smith and 
all the Rules hev bin waitin up here fer 
the airyplains to start flyin agin to 
Afriker. Its rite nice to think of all 
these nice mishunries a-levenin the big 
city. New York dont seam no diffrunt 
sense they bin here, eksept fer a slite 
change in the wether. The atmusfere 
is rite plesent nites now. [| dont think 
youd mind stayin here fer a few days 
yerself. Me, Im havin me atime. Rid 
on the rollerkoster tuther nite an got 
all shuk up. 

Havin the mishunries here got me to 
thinkin about Christian eddikashun and 
how so many of our fine mishunries 
come frum Christian kollidges, and thin 
whin I thout of Christian eddikashun 
my mind natrally skipt to ministrial re- 
leef, becos of the kermitty bein the same 
like fer so long, and thin I thout well, 
mebbe its rite lodgerkul to have it the 
same kermitty fer both these things 
becos they tie up rite well oncet you 
look at it keerful like; and thet got me 
to thinkin erbout Mitchell Kollidge and 
how it mite tie up with both. 

Up here fer frum the land I love Ive 
bin sorter gettin new prespektivs on a 
lot of things, an I can look ob-jecshun- 
ably at some of the insteetushuns thet 
hev bin neer to my heart, like I did at 
Montreat last week (THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK, Aug. 12). Now 
frum this distunce it sure does seam a 
waist of time to keep Mitchell Kollidge 
goin in Statesville, N. C., whin it is re- 
pootid to be servin only as compeetishun 
fer the local bizness collidge, speshly 
sense the Presbytrins hev a _ exsillint 
kollidge, Queens, and ernuther, David- 
son, rite near. 

Dispite the tradishuns it wud upset, 
I sure do think it would be inlitenin at 
this: time to kunsider doin away with 
Mitchell as a kollidge and transformin 
it into sumthin thet rely is needed—a 
place fer re-tired minnisters an mishun- 
ries who hev no other home and need a 
restin spot fer ther last days. Corse, 
lots of minnisters and mishunries 
natrally find a good spot and settul 
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down whin they retire. But ther er 
some—speshully the ones whove devotid 
ther lives most unrewardidly, like in 
home and forrun mishuns—who find 
thimselvs old and beyond the call of 
dooty and need somewher to lay ther 
head. Im thinkin thet, intellyjuntly 
run, such a place fer Presbytrins cud be, 
not a old folks home, but a perpetchool 
confrunce with all the kumfurts of 
home. 

Ive gotta admit this aint my idee. Im 
not thinkin of re-tirin eksept to go to 
bed, fer the next fifty yeers or so. But 
some mishunries (not the Smiths or the 
Rules either, but some uthers—I know 
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wills, the provisions of the law 
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lots of people) who have a natral intrust 
in the matter broochd the subjick to me 
and said, next time you use yer in- 
floonse, try it on a projeck like that. 
Me, persunly, Im not shure the dormitry 
life wud be the best fer such purpusses, 
but these mishunries seamed to think 
it wud be right good to use Mitchell thet 
way, perhaps as the best thing avalibul 
at the time. Its just an idee fer keerful 
considration, I think we Presbytrins 
can be mity proud and also humbly 
greatful fer the rely good eddicashunal 
inteetushuns thet hev developped under 
Presbytrin wings and er still developpin. 
Southwestern is boundin ahed with good 
new idees, and aint nobody can kwarrel 
with Agnes Scot, wich is sorta filliated, 
I unnerstan, with the Presbytrin church. 
Some of the strugglin small kollidges, 
too, are doin as good a job as they can, 
tho in my humble opinyon some of the 
soshul rules could be changd to make 
the atmusfere twennyieth sentry, now 
that the sentry is near-bout half thru, 
and also the akerdemic standerds had 
better be watched keerful like. 


Sometimes [I wurry a little about the 
pride Presbytrins show in ther eddi- 
cashunal standards as kumpard with the 
genoowine intellyjunt intrust, kritti- 
sism, and phinansial aid they oughta be 
showin along with ther pride. Else the 
pride better start vanishin like a vaper. 
A eddikashunal insteetushun has to be 
bilt upon a rock wich inkloods Chris- 
tian trainin plus the best kind of in- 
strukshun plus sound phinansis plus 
instrukshun in the best kind of grashus 
livin, if it is to be a eddikashunal in- 
steetushun wich Presbytrins shud be 
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proud of. I shure Go believe in Presby- 
trins supportin ther kollidgis with a 
rite good will, but I think it wud be a 
rite good idee fer them to be shur2 wich 
ones is worthy of support and to 
eevalyuate keerfully whut shud be done 
about the ones wich dont kwite mezur 
up. This is just the hartfelt opinyon of 
Yr. obt. servt., 
EUFALIA AGATHA ZIMMERMAN. 





CHURCH NEWS 


Suit Filed Against 
Klan in Kentucky 


Kentucky News Letter 





Kentucky’s Attorney General Eldon 
S. Dummit has filed a petition to re- 
voke the charter of the Ku Klux Klan, 
which was chartered in Georgia in 1916 
and qualified in Kentucky as a corpora- 
tion in 1924. The suit by the Common- 
wealth’s legal representative claims that 
the Klan is ‘‘a lawless, seditious organi- 
zation of Nazi tendencies whose sole 
purpose is to create dissension and divi- 
sions among the citizens of the United 
States and of the Commonwealth and 
to work violence on citizens . - who 
do not belong to the same religious 
denomination or racial or national 
stocks as persons in control of the de- 
fendant corporation.’”’ Dummit’s suit, 
filed in circuit court at Frankfort, de- 
clared the Klan’s ‘‘harassing, molesting 
and mistreating’ is directed against 
“Negroes, persons adhering to the 
Roman Catholic and Jewish faiths, per- 
sons born outside the United States and 
leaders and representatives of organized 
labor.” 


Louisville Seminary Prepares 
Apartments for Married Students 

Louisville Seminary’s lease with the 
USO was terminated August 1, and the 
west wing, which had been used as a 
service center during the war, is being 
converted into quarters for fourteen 
seminary couples. Remington-Rand Co. 
is completing the installation of stacks 
and modern lighting fixtures in the 
library, costing $12,000, made possible 
by friends of the seminary. More than 
125 men attended the second annual 
pastors’ institute and conference in late 
July and early August. 


Lees Junior College Campaign 
Seeks $250,000 Endowment 

President J. O. Van Meter and Angus 
Gordon, vice-chairman of the board of 
trustees of Lees College, Jackson, Ky., 
have presented to Kentucky presby- 
teries the challenge of a $250,000 cam- 
paign, of which $130,000 has already 
been secured. Churches are asked to 
contribute the remaining sum _ to 
strengthen the educational program 
which is largely concerned with the 
training of teachers for mountain 
schools in an area where approximately 
400,000 people live. Lees Junior Col- 
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lege is one of a very few colleges located 
in the Eastern Kentucky mountain area. 
Churches are responding to the cam- 
paign in an encouraging manner. 


Miscellany 

The Presbyterian synods, US and 
USA, will hold joint inspirational meet- 
ings at Centre College, Danville, Sep- 
tember 17-20. Business sessions will be 
held separately. Angus N. Gordon, pas- 
tor of the Bardstown Road church, 
Louisville, is chairman of the US com- 
mittee on program. Maxwell 
Street church, Lexington, where John 
K. Johnson ministers, is sponsoring a 
community Sunday school in an un- 
reached section of the city, with more 
than 40 attending the recent vacation 
school. . . . Muhlenburg Presbytery’s 
religious education committee is search- 
ing for a new location for next sum- 
mer’s conferences. Three sites for 
rental are under consideration. 
Synod’s conferences had the following 
enrollmnts of delegates: young people’s 
conference, Lyndon, 267; Louisville 
Presbytery’s Pioneer conference, Lyn- 
don, 124; Muhlenburg’s conference, 51 
pioneers, 42 seniors. The Fort 
Thomas church, where J. Brent Wood is 
pastor, and Beulah church, Richard W. 
Burn, pastor, became self-supporting 
April 1. Louisville Presbytery’s home 
mission committee commended these 
churches for ‘‘evidence of growth and 
development.”” John W. Leake, Cres- 
cent Hill elder, is chairman of the home 
missions commitee. 

FRED P. TURNER. 
Bowling Green. 





PRESBYTERIAN PERSONALS 





Lex Kluttz, well-known Presbyterian 
elder from Myers Park church, Char- 
lotte, N. C., will become executive direc- 
tor of church activities in the Second 
church, Richmond, Va., September 1. 
For the past ten years he has been sec- 
retary of the Charlotte YMCA. Accord- 
ing to the announcement, Mr. Kluttz 
will “give his full time to visiting, fol- 
lowing up newcomers and strangers in 
the city, organizing the men into an 
active effective group, helping with the 
Sunday School and the young people, 
and in general assisting in every de- 
partment of the church.”’ 

* * *” 

J. W. S. Gilchrist, treasurer of the 
executive committee of religious edu- 
cation and publication for the past sev- 
eral years, will become general secre- 
tary of the Children’s Home Society of 
Virginia September 1. A successor to 
Mr. Gilchrist has not yet been named. 

oe * * 

En route to the Massanetta Springs 
Auxiliary School, Mrs. S. H. Askew, of 
Decatur, Ga., was involved in a train 
wreck at Danville, Va., when a freight 
train split a switch and ran head-on 
into a switch engine as it sidetracked 
the northbound Pullman. Carried to 
the local hospital Mrs. Askew was first 
reported to have suffered a spinal in- 
jury. Later reports had it that injuries 
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were limited to shock, with X-ray re- 
vealing no bone fracture. She was ex- 
pected to leave for her home within 
the week following the wreck. Mrs. 
W. M. McLeod was on the same Pull- 
man also en route to Massanetta, as 
was Ernest Trice Thompson, going from 
Charlotte to Richmond. Other passen- 
gers were reported to be unharmed ex- 
cept for shock and bruises. 





Montreat Directors Ask For 
‘Stronger Program’’ in 1947 


At the annual meeting of Montreat’s 
trustees and stockholders, members and 
officers of these groups were re-elected. 
J. Gray McAllister, program director 
and platform manager, offered his resig- 
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nation and the program committee was 
asked by the directors to submit nomi- 
nations for a successor to Dr. Mc- 
Allister. 


A resolution was adopted requesting 
the program committee to “strengthen 
the program for the 1947 summer con- 
ference season.’’ Added to this com- 
mittee were S. B. Lapsley and H. H. 
Thompson because of their responsi- 
bilities in the departments of home mis- 
sions and evangelism, respectively. 


Dr. Anderson, president of the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association, was empow- 
ered to employ a promotion director to 
help complete the desired endowment 
for Montreat College. 
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and to compare yourself with others. 


Calling All Presbyterian High 


School Seniors: 


Have you heard of the remarkable Scholarships offered by the Exeeu- 


tive Committee on Christian Edueation and Ministerial Relief? 


They are available for high school seniors who are members of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. The first award is for $2,000— 


£500 a vear for four yeors. Nineteen other Scholarships are offered— 


Whether you need the money or not, you will find this contest an 


interesting one. It may help you to test your preparation for college 


Presbyterian Church of the United States 
Christian Higher Education 

Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Secretary 
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By JULIA LAKE KELLERSBERGER 





IRGIN ISLANDS.—St. Croix re- 
V sembled home more than any spot 

we had seen since leaving the U. 
S., mostly because of the large number 
of real African-descent Negroes who 
live there, who look pure-blooded and 
act and dress just like Alabama Negroes 
except we could hardly understand their 
Crozan English. Here, as else- 
where, we found a tremendous mixture 
of all races, with a clear-cut social caste 
system. . . . The problem of the Island 
is that the majority of the most promis- 
ing youth go to America for keeps. We 
met several fine, native-born doctors, 
newspaper men, and civic leaders—all 
or part Negro descent. » The VU. 6B. 
bought the Virgin Islands from Den- 
mark in 1917 for $25 million. There 
are only about 35,000 inhabitants in all, 
and only several hundred pure white 
people, mostly Danish. 

* * s 

We went to one estate owned by our 
host, called Salt River, and there we 
saw where Columbus first landed on the 
Island—one of the first places where 
he landed. . . We were told that one 
man owned about one-fourth of the 
Island. Rum, we are sorry to say, is 
the chief industry, subsidized by U. S. 
capital. . “The Virgin Islands and 
Their People,” by J. Antonio Jarvis, was 
recommended to us to read, as giving 
authentic descriptions of the place and 
people. 

* * ” 

These islands are tops of submerged 
mountains and in some places the wa- 
ter is five miles deep. . . The Crozans 
are very picturesque in their speech and 


when one of the terrible cyclones or 
tornadoes comes (in our summer 
months), they say, ‘‘The sea is house- 
cleaning today.’”’ From all we heard, 
the sea house-cleaned with a vengeance, 
and when the stormy season comes 
there is a special prayer service in the 
churches and, when it ends without too 
much destruction, there is another 
thanksgiving service held. Houses have 
storm cellars, and are massive stone— 
old Dutch mansions—and still the winds 
bite off the roofs at times. Natives 
call the tippet trees ‘‘Chatterirng Wo- 
men.”’ I guess one of them stood for 
me. 
* * * 
EDITORS’ NOTE—In 
July 15 we carried Mrs. Kellersberger’s 
report from Puerto Rico and Para- 
maribo, in part. Since that time we 
have dropped back to take up the story 


from the first. 
x * * 


our issue of 


Surinam, South America. If I could 
read ‘“Dutch,’’ I surely would subscribe 
to the Paramaribo Daily News all the 
rest of my life, for, of all the news- 
papers in the world, it runs a human 
interest column the like of which I 
never before heard. People pay to run 
personal ads of all their family affairs. 
Airing all their family troubles, a man 
and woman will run a daily controversy 
for weeks, telling what each thinks of 
the other. Here are some samples ‘‘We 
will celebrated our 50th wedding anni- 
versary today, IN ALL QUIETNESS.” 
“It is my sister who got married, not I. 
I am not married. I am still single.’’ 
“People call me by my wrong name. 
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They call me ; but my real name 
is .’ “The carpenter that mended 
my roof (gives full name) stole 30 guil- 
ders from me. He is a thief. Have 
nothing to do with him.” “I have 12 
children. My husband makes me leave 
home, etc.”’” Next day: “I did not make 
my wife leave home. She has only 
eight children. She left of her own 
accord.’ If you had such spicy news 
items to read each day before beginning 
work, I don’t think any moment would 
be dull. In Surinam, if a man is 75 
years old and has a brother 73, then 
the 73 year old man is called ‘‘my small 
brother.”’ 





” * * 

When the beautiful daughter of our 
lovely host and hostess recently became 
engaged, she announced her engage- 
ment in the paper. Then there were 
hundred of vases of flowers sent to her. 
They told us that the whole house was 
filled—and they have a big house. It 
is a beautiful custom. But, alas, every 
vase had to be returned to the owners, 

. * * 

We liked Surinam very much. 

One has to travel to realize how won- 
derful and friendly and hospitable and 
attractive all other races of the world 
are. An experienced traveler told me 
that he thought at first that America 
was the only nation in the world that 
was not “queer,” but after seeing much 
of the rest of the world, he began to 
realize that our country was the ‘‘queer- 
est” of them all. Don’t misunderstand 
me. I’ll never go back on Dishrag, 
Ala., but I’m changing my opinion about 
the rest of the world. By the way, I 
had a silent laugh the other day when 
I was introduced by someone who said 
that Alabama was my “home town’— 
another good joke on my good old 
Southern state. The people here 
are very poor and their tiny little homes, 
one wee room on top of another, look 
like doll houses. . . No ice, and many 
insects, so that they buy food for only 
one day’s supply at a time. They live 
from hand to mouth each day, with 
nothing left over to eat for breakfast 
next morning. 





Four Months’ Receipts Reported 
By General Assembly Agencies 


Four months’ receipts by the Assem- 
bly’s official agencies show continuing 
gain by all except the Christian Edu- 
cation Committee. The reports are as 
follows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $239,- 
938; increase, $55,448. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), 
increase, $4,006. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $44,853; decrease, 
$2.083. 


$91,089; 


Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $15,740; increase, $3,035. 

No report received from the Assem- 
bly’s Training School or the Defense 
Service Council. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Jesus and Pure Living 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR AUGUST 25 


Ex. 20:14; Prov. 4:14-22; Mt. 5:8,27-30; Phil 4:8. 


This quarter we are considering 
Jesus’ interpretation of the Ten Com- 
mandments, those basic laws on which 
Western civilization is based. The sixth, 
seventh, eighth and ninth command- 
ments, as we noted last week, are in- 
tended to safeguard man’s life, home, 
possessions and reputation. The seventh 
commandment, with which we are now 
concerned, flings up its ramparts around 
the home by emphasizing the sanctity 
and inviolability of the marriage tie. It 
is a lesson, which, as we shall see, is 
especially needed for the present day. 


I. The Command 


“Thou shalt not commit adultery.” 
As G. Campbell Morgan says: ‘The 
actual words of the commandment are 
directed against the sin of unchastity, 
as violating the rights of the marriage 
relation. Its spirit emphatically forbids 
all unchastity (before or after mar- 
riage), for if this sense of essential 
unity in marriage be admitted, and if 
it be accepted that the union of lives is 
always in the plan and government of 
God, then it at once becomes evident 
that all unchaste conduct before mar- 
riage, on the part of man or woman, is 
a wrong done to the marriage that is to 
be, and unfaithfulness before marriage 
is as much adultery as unfaithfulness 
after marriage.”’ 

In Matthew 5:27-30 Jesus greatly ex- 
tends the scope of the commandment. 
“Ye have heard that it was said, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery, but I say 
unto you that everyone that looketh on 
a woman to lust (that is with the pur- 
pose of lusting, of indulging lust in his 
imagination) after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart.’ 

The Old Testament prohibited the 
outward act. But Jesus points out that 
the real sin commences in the desire 
and intention cherished in the heart. 
Desire is natural and inevitable. Sin 
lives in harboring it and looking with 
lustful intent. 

Sensuality is fatal. It wrecks the 
pody, enfeebles the mind and corrodes 
the heart. Therefore Jesus proceeds to 
warn us to cast away the cause of 
stumbling, whatever it may cost. 

Our Shorter Catechism gathers up 
the Old Testament Commandment with 
the teaching of Jesus and says: ‘“‘The 
seventh commandment forbiddeth all 
unchaste thoughts, words and actions. 
The seventh commandment requireth 
the preservation of our own and our 
neighbor’s chastity in heart, speech and 
behavior.” 


II. Its Purpose 

The purpose of the commandment is 
to protect human personality and to 
safeguard an institution, the home, that 
has contributed so much to human hap- 
piness and is indeed essential to its wel- 
fare. As John H, Powell has written: 
“Adultery is failure. It is the betrayal 
of a trust, the breaking of a vow. It is 
not only a crime against one’s partner: 
it is a crime against one’s self. It is the 
sacrifice of all one’s glorious hope and 
idealism for the sake of a temporary 
thrill and excitement.’’ 

Adultery is wrong not merely because 
it is found in this ancient code but also 
because it is humanly hurtful. Ernest 
R. Groves, professor in the sociology de- 
partment of the University of North 
Carolina says: ‘‘For years teachers have 
been using the ‘scare’ system to en- 
courage chastity and it hasn’t worked. 
Young people are much more apt to put 
on the brakes before they get to the 
curve, if they realize that what they 
want eventually is happy marriage; that 
unless they work for it by exercising 
complete self-control they may wreck 
their entire lives. Boys and girls who 
have been thoroughly educated for mar- 
riage know that there is a risk that an 
unmarried girl may have a baby, but 
they also know that it is much more 
likely that unchastity will bring bio- 
logical and _ psychological reactions 
which may entirely prevent the normal 
functions of marriage.’ 

These personal factors may be the 
most appealing to youth, but as Morgan 
points out in ‘“‘The Ten Commandments”’ 
unchastity is a seven-fold vice—a sin 
against the individual, the family, 
society, the nation, the race, the uni- 
verse and God. (1) Against the in- 
dividual—‘‘nature visits the sin with 
the heaviest penalties in every depart- 
ment of the complex being of man.’’ 
(2) Against the family—incalculable 
harm is done especially to the child 
through the breakdown of the family 
circle. (3) Against society—‘‘society 
is the accumulation of families and all 
the human interrelations of property, 
reputation and character break down 
with the breakdown of the family. 
(4) Against the nation—‘“the greatness 
of a people depends upon the purity and 
strength of the family, and in every 
nation where the marriage relation is 
violated with impunity the virus of 
death is surely and certainly at work.” 
(5) Against the race—‘every licentious 
and bestial man or woman is inflicting 
new wounds, not only upon the im- 
mediate present, but also upon the years 
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yet unborn.” (6) Against the universe 
—because the life of the universe is 
love. (7) Against God—this sin has 
been implied in each of the previous 
arguments. ‘‘Every human being is 
made in his image. Of every family he 
is the true Father, In all society he is 
the Shepherd. Over all nations he is 
the king. The race is his own to the 
utmost limit. The love law of the uni- 
verse is the will of God for all. Thus, 
lastly and consequently, every impure 
act or person strikes a blow at the very 
heart of God. By an eternal necessity, 
he excludes the ‘abominable . . and 
fornicators (Rev. 21:8) from the New 
Heaven and the New Earth and gives 
them their part in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimstone which is the 
second death.”’ 

Jesus puts it more positively, ‘‘Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.” There are many sights which 
bring us joy. <A _ beautiful sunset, a 
lofty mountain range, the skyline of a 
modern city, or some rare work of art. 
Not all of us are able to travel and to 
see the treasures of art or the wonders 
of nature. ‘But there is one object of 
vision more satisfying than any other, 
the contemplation of which brings the 
deepest and highest joy that man can 
know’’—and that is the vision of God. 
“How could one fail to be happy, if he 
could see God? Back of all the prob- 
lems of life, back of evil and distress, 
through all the clouds that darken our 
sky, through all of our questions and 
doubts, to see God, the Father, to know 
that 


‘behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadow keep- 
ing watch above his own’ 


that would bring such peace of mind, 
such confidence, that one could not help 
being happy.” (Merrill: The Way) 

Jesus says, Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God. When 
we read these words it seems “as if 
someone pointed to the top of a steep, 
lofty, inaccessible mountain, and said, 
There you will find what you seek. We 
look up in awe, and look down in shame, 
and murmur, It is high, I cannot attain 
unto it.’ 

And yet we know that Jesus is right. 
Impurity, insincerity, dishonesty in 
thought, word or deed does obscure the 
vision of God. It is true that none of 
us can be absolutely pure, but we can 
want to be, we can try to be, we can 
earnestly pray to be, and in proportion 
as we succeed, I suspect that we shall 
find that satisfying vision of God which 
is a guarantee of true and abiding hap- 
piness in this life and in the life to come. 


Ill. Its Need 
Is there any need for emphasizing 
this ancient command at the present 
time? Clovis G. Chappell in a recent 
book, ‘‘Ten Rules for Living,” says that 
some of the previous commands may 
seem rather dusty and out-of-date, ‘But 
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such is not the case with the one that 
we are now to consider. 


It speaks home 
to our needs as if written in a peculiar 
sense for ourselves. Our day has wit- 
nessed a tremendous moral let-down. 
This let-down has been nowhere more 
pronounced than in our change of at- 
titude toward this commandment. Many 
are skeptical about it, and others are in 
more or less open rebellion against it. 
So much is this the case that it is my 
opinion that relationships between the 
sexes have been more lax since the 
World War (1) than in any other period 
in our history.’’ Since Dr. Chappell 
wrote, the trend has become much more 
pronounced. Statistics show that dur- 
ing World War II prostitution among 
youths under 18 years of age increased 
357 per cent and drunkenness 115 per 
cent, The venereal rate in the army 
does not reflect the amount of sexual 
irregularity because of the widespread 
use of prophylactics (until August 1, 
1946 the U. S. Army alone bought 50,- 
000,000 prophylactics a month for 
eight million soldiers). The rapid rise 
in the veneral rate at home and abroad 
after the cessation of hostilities reveals, 
however, the increasing lowering of 
personal morals that always occurs in a 
post-war period. The Medical Depart- 
ment of the U. §. Army reported in its 
December bulletin that in the European 
theatre the venereal rate rose from 62 
cases per 1,000 men in May (V-E 
Month) to 155 in August. In July of 
this year the Army reported that the 
venereal disease rate among its troops 
in Europe tis probably the highest in 
military history.”” A medical officer 
stated that in some areas more than half 
the troops were infected in the course 
of a year. “The trend is still upward,” 
the report said, despite three months of 
sirict discipline ordered by 
Joseph TT. McNarney, 


General 
theatre com- 
mander, in an effort to check the rising 
rate. in the American zone in Germany, 
thirty per cent of the births are illegiti- 


mate. All of this is serious not only not 
for the degradation of personality and 
the widespread demoralization which it 
produces in the United States as well 
as in Germany and other occupied lands, 
but also for the rapid increase of 
venereal diseases which will take their 
toll of human happiness for many 
generations to come. As Dyson Carter 
recent book, “Sin and 
Science,” ‘‘Venereal disease, alcoholism, 
illegitimacy, abortion, divorce, crime, 
and juvenile delinquency are increasing 
at an unprecedented rate (in our own 
country). A gigantic moral crisis is 
taking monstrous shape before us, a 
specter of mass immorality.” 


says in his 


IV. Its Realization 


What can we do to check this grow- 
ing tide of immorality? 

1. We can strengthen the moral de- 
fences of the individual (in ourselves 
and others). 

In Proverbs 4:14-23 we have the 
negative side. Note the repeated in- 
junctions to keep evil at arm’s length: 
“Enter not in the path of the wicked 
and walk not in the way of bad men, 
avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, 
and pass on.”’ One of the best ways to 
escape the ravages of sin, the sage ad- 
vises, is to avoid the company of evil 
men (or women). Often young men 
enter into the path of the wicked think- 
ing that it will be easy to turn back if 
the road becomes too dangerous. When 
it is too late they find they cannot turn 
back. According to the sage, ‘‘The only 
safety is by keeping strictly outside, and 
running away from it with the eagerest 
haste Not only is the evil way to 
be avoided, but it has to be turned away 
from; the back and not the face has to 
be turned towards it, nor is there to be 
any loitering but the feet are instantly 
to move in a precisely opposite direction. 

In vss. 16-17 we have a description of 
an extreme type of evil character, onc 





‘Blessed are the pure in heart”’ 


ences. 


never exists in an absolute state. 


in other people. 


no love for God. 





~ HERE IS NO SUCH THING as a straight woman. 

only that she has never had the chance she wanted to be anything else.” 

The speaker was a man who callously boasted of his illicit love experi- 
Instead of condemning women he was condemning himself. 

Social, moral, and physical ills resulting from adultery are many. The sin 

Always accompanying it are lies, broken 

vows, furtive fears and suspicions self-degradation. 

By far the worst and most vicious of the effects of this sin is the lasting 
suspicion implanted in the mind of the adulterer. 
in those who have been his partners in adulterous love and having proved him- 
self false, the adulterer becomes incapable of having faith in anyone. His 
mind’s eye is so dulled by the evil it has seen that it cannot focus on the good 


Adultery and love are incompatible. 


The Layman’s View 


By J. WILSON 


McCUTCHAN 


If one seems to be it is 


Having no basis for trust 


In adultery there can be no love for 


the guilty partner, no love for one’s lawful or intended mate, no love for self, 


Deprived of the romantic cloak to which it has no rightful 
claim, adultery stands exposed in loathsome filth and squalor. 
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of the kind to be utterly avoided. There 
are some men who find particular joy 
in leading others into sin. The diligence 
of evil men is one of the things which 
makes it more difficult to walk in the 
paths of uprightness. 


In vss. 18-19 the sage contrasts the 
way of the wicked with the way of the 
righteous. “The way of the wicked is as 
darkness; they know not at what they 
stumble.’””’ To what does he refer? It 
may be to the darkening of the intellect, 
the hardening of the conscience by sin, 
or it may be to outward misfortune and 
uncertainity, such as sudden death and 
the loss of worldly goods, or to inward 
torment and anxiety. 

On the other hand ‘‘the path of the 
righteous is like the light of the dawn 
that shines ever more brightly till the 
day is full.”” (American translation). 
The general sense of this beautiful verse 
is very plain; the God-fearing man 
walks in a light (divine guidance) 
which so far from growing less, continu- 
ally increases and shields him from all 
ultimate harm. 

The wise father has set before his son 
two ways and has called attention to 
their respective ends. He returns now 
to his original exhortation but adds an 
additional thought, the one thing which 
will insure a right choice: ‘‘Keep the 
heart with all diligence, for out of it 
are the issues (i. e., the wellsprings) of 
life.’ The fountains and wells of the 
East were watched over with special 
care, just as the courses of our own 
water supply are carefully protected 
from all pollution. The heart is such 
a fountain and out of it flow the issues 
of life. We must not let those streams 
be tainted at the fountain head. After 
all, says Perowne, it is but a new em- 
phasis on an old teaching when Jesus 
taught the necessity of heart purity, 
and when he showed that out of the 
heart came evil thoughts and all the 
things which defile a man. 

And that leads us to the positive 


truth emphasized by Paul: ‘“Whatso- 
ever things aretrue . . .honorable . 
pure think on these things. The 


important thing is that we can choose. 
We can think on pure things or impure 
thines.”” ‘‘Keep your minds so full of 
Jesus and all that he stood for that you 
will not have time to think of anything 
else. And this was written by a man 
in prison, facing trial, perhaps torture, 
living in the shadow of bitter dis- 
appointment and the probability of a 
cruel death.” 

2. We can strike at the social roots 
of moral delinquency. The religious 
approach, strengthening individual 
morale, is essential, but it is not enough. 
The medical approach, seeking to elimi- 
nate venereal disease by drugs and 
prophylactics, encourages sexual prom- 
sicuity (fifty million prophylactics per 
month for an army of eight million 
men). Byson Carter in “Sin and 
Science” describes another approach to 
the problem. Read the review of this 
book in this issue of THE OUTLOOK 
(page 15), and then, if you are in- 
terested, read the book itself, The 
writer of these Sunday School lessons 
is unalterably opposed to the Soviet 
system of government; but there are 
some things which we can learn even 
from the Soviets. 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 


GEO. C. BELLINGRATH, President 
The Best in High School Education. 
Babun Gap, Ga. 
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BOOK SECTION 


SIN AND SCIENCE. By Dyson Car- 
ter. Heck-Cattell Publishing Co., Inc., 
New York City. 216 pages. $2.50. 

The author of this book, a popular 
writer on modern scientific develop- 
ments, tells us how Russia has almost 
completely eliminated prostitution and 
largely won the battle against venereal 
disease, abortion, alcoholism and the 
like by striking at the economic roots 
of these ancient evils, particularly pov- 
erty, unemployment, and exploitation. 
The Soviet scientists claim that ‘“im- 
morality and sexual promiscuity are not 
deeply rooted in ‘man’s evil nature’; 
they are actually unnatural substitutes 
for a moral, healthy mode of life, and 
they are forced upon man by the pres- 
sure of an immoral social-economic 
system which makes marriage and par- 
enthood a burden.’ The author claims 
that ‘‘the Soviet Union has demonstrated 
on a vast scale this scientific fact: the 
salvation of the people in modern so- 
ciety—their release from mass immoral- 
ity, such as organized vice, sex pro- 
miscuity, abortion, juvenile crime, fam- 
ily disruption, and addiction to liquor— 
practical freedom from these evils can 
be achieved largely by means of elimi- 
nating unemployment and poverty, plus 
a rational program of exterminating all 
profits derived from immorality.” 

The Soviet achievements may be far 
more modest than Mr. Carter thinks, 
but these evils continue to increase in 
our own land, and it has become appar- 
ent to anyone who thinks on the sub- 
ject that the religious and the medical 
approach to the problem are not suffi- 
cient. If we are wise we will learn all 
we can from the Soviet approach. This 
is a good introduction to the subject, 
easy to read and understand. 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 








OVER THE SEA, THE SKY. By Ed- 
win McNeill Poteat. Harper and 
Brothers, New York. 1945. 70 pages. 
$1.50. 

It is a treat to find religious poetry 
which is neither pious jingle nor un- 
relieved indignation at the outrage of 
our time. Passionate indignation there 
is in these lines, the more telling be- 
cause there is delightful fancy. One 
could not accuse the poet of forgetting 
the blood and the mud, but equally 
there is no forgetting flowers and wist- 
ful dragons searching for lost clouds. 

J. M. WALKER, JR. 

Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 





In the face of a world as dangerous 
as ours, we simply cannot go om with 
the saving force of religion split up so 
that it is almost futile. We must move 
toward church reunion and move fast. 
Vital possibilities are in our grasp right 
now.—WALTER RUSSELL BOWID. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


15 





Letters to the Editors 





87 Years Bring Protestant Union Nearer 





Brighter Prospects 
To the Editors: 

I have been an officer during almost the 
whole of my adult life in three churches 
in two states. 

During this protracted church experi- 
ence I have become increasingly discon- 
tented with the weakness of Protestantism 
in its worldwide campaign to conquer the 
world for Christ due to its constant split- 
ting up into small and often quarrelsome 
and antagonistic sects. World wars are 
never won by such fighting forces. 

So I am writing this note to express my 
surprise and satisfaction at the present 
move towards the union of what we call 
the Northern Presbyterian Church and the 
national Episcopal Church. This result of 
the worldwide movement I had hardly ex- 
pected and it gives me both personal and 
official pleasure which I wish to share 
with your many readers. 

Their joint committees, after long dis- 
cussion, have at last agreed upon a Plan 
of Union, drawn up in pamphlet form. 
It begins with these prophetic words: 
“God is imperatively calling upon all who 
believe in Jesus Christ to become one 
flock under one shepherd,” and predicting 
that unless Christ’s followers thus unite 
their forces future world wars will prove 
even more destructive than the last one. 

Today I am celebrating my 87th birth- 
day, and J rejoice that each successive 
one finds the prospect of Protestant union 
brighter than any preceding one. 

HENRY LOUIS SMITH. 
Greensboro, N. C. 
July 30, °46. 


Still—_the Roman Catholic Letter 
To the Editors: 

In reading the letters to the editors I 
find that Miss Junia A. Graves has ex- 
pressed my idea exactly with regard to 
the article on “A Layman Views Mixed 
Marriages.” The article was indeed an 
insult to your readers. Your editors’ note 
found in the July 22 issue did not help 
out matters. 

To be very concrete, what good does 
such an article which states in such bold 
language the Roman Catholic position on 
marriage when we search in vain for the 
Presbyterian answer. (1) 

It seems to me that the only fair 
thing for the readers of your paper is 
that you publish an equally strong Pres- 
byterian view of marriage. (2) 

Brethren, it is good that we know the 
views of the Roman Catholic Church, 
but to have their views so boldly put in 
our paper and let it go at that is to give 
them a glorious victory. It left me with 
the possible impression that the editors 
of THE OUTLOOK may have agreed with 
the Roman view and there may have been 
other readers who had the same impres- 
sion. (3) 

It is just such articles as this that 
give the Roman Catholic views with no 
adequate Protestant answer that confuse 
many readers and cause all to wonder just 
what we do believe. I believe if we would 
get up on our toes in such matters we 
would be on the way to accomplishing 
scme of the things that Clayton Morri- 
son has been bringing to our attention 
in the Christian Century. 

RICHARD ROBERTSON. 
Piedmont, Ala, 


EDITORS’ NOTE.—(1, see above) ft 
should help us formulate and state the 
Presbyterian answer. (2) We had already 
earried, with our hearty endorsement 


(April 22), the statement which was 
adopted unanimously by our General As- 
sembly. It was because of this and be- 
cause the statement was credited to us 
by the news services that we received the 
terrific Roman Catholic reaction. (3) No. 
In case this still needs to be said, we did 
not agree. Our emphasis along this line 
should have been very clear for a long 
while. 


From the Back Row 


To the Editors: 

At least twice you have spoken about 
the spontaneous ovation accorded Dr. An- 
derson, the fraternal delegate from the 
US Church at our last General Assembly, 
mentioning that the audience rose to its 
feet to applaud. Of course your reporter 
was at the press table at the front. May 
I give the picture from the back row? 

As soon as Dr, Anderson finished his 
address, there were probably half a dozen 
at the front who rose immediately to their 
feet, clapping their hands enthusiastically, 
and turning to the right and to the left 
like cheer leaders. It would have been an 
unusual audience indeed that would not 
have followed suit. The wave finally ex- 
tended to the back row, and even [I stood. 
This did not mean that I was enthusiastic 
about his remarks. I stood like many 
another rather than to be thought lack- 
ing in brotherly love. 

Let me make this clear: I did not ob- 
ject to standing for Dr. Anderson, but I 
saw no more reason to stand for him than 
for the fraternal delegate from the 
United Presbyterian Church. Evidently 
many others must have felt the same way, 
because after the greetings from the As- 
sociate Reformed Presbyterian delegate, 
the audience again stood. The only dif- 
ference was that the ones who led the 
applause this time were not the same as 
before. 

Dr, Anderson dramatically repented the 
sins of his ancestors who signed the 
Spring Resolutions. They were bad, but 
how many people in our church are hold- 
ing a grudge because of that? Certainly 
that would not cause me to vote against 
union any more than the outcome of the 
Civil War would. I think it would have 
been far more important and pertinent if 
Dr. Anderson had repented of having 
seconded the nomination of Dr. Harry 
Sloane Coffin as moderator of his As- 
sembly. (cf. Letter, THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN OUTLOOK, July 15). This election 
endorsed every liberal action which that 
Assembly has taken in recent years, be- 
cause he has been in the center of most 
of them. 

Cc. EDWARD DAVIS. 
North Charleston, §. C. 


Chaplain Back Home 


To the Editors: 

Let me take this opportunity to 
thank you for sending me THE OUTLOOK 
while I was serving in the armed forces. 
I look anxiously for it each week. It 
has been a source of help and inspira- 
tion to me. I have enjoyed it especially 
because I could keep up with the work 
of my church while I have been away. 1 
have appreciated every copy. 

I have accepted a call to the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Port Lavaca, Texas. . .. 
May God bless your work in bringing 
the Kingdom of God to the hearts of men. 
LAWRENCE; E. GILBERT, USNR. 
El Toro, Calif. 
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Increasing Cost Decreasing Income 


Here is a real personal problem for many 
Some individuals have increased inccmes 
To al! a wise investment opportunity is presented 


Think carefully about 
OUR INSTITUTICNS OF CHRISTIAN HICHER EDUCATION 


Here is what Presbyterian institutions are facing 


Your Synod’s Colleges—Your Synod’s Theological Seminaries 


ALL OF THESE HAVE INCREASING COSTS 
ALL OF THESE HAVE DECREASING INCOMES 


Smaller Gifts— Smaller Investment returns—Fewer Bequests 


The General Assembly has instructed 
the Executive Comm ttee of Christian Education 
to present the facts to Presbyterians 
This We are doing right now 
What Wil! You Do About It? 


FOLLOW THAT GOOD IMPULSE NOW 


The Executive Committee of Christian Education 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
In order to assist in meeting the financial needs of Christian Higher Education in the 


Presbyterian Church, U. S., and in consideration of the gifts of others, I hereby promise to 


pay the sum of. 
Beneficiary institution 

If no beneficiary is named, the Executive Committee ra hereby authorized to use my gift 
where, in their judgment, it is most needed in the Synod of 


Name 


“MUCH FROM SOME AND SOMETHING FROM ALL” 











